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The question of whether African Americans  should 
participate in the military during the Civil War was 

a contentious issue. Politically, the service of African 
Americans, most of whom were slaves, meant the de-
mise of slavery  and thus threatened the Union's coali-
tion with slaveholding border states. Socially, black and 
white soldiers ! ghting side by side implied equality, the 
political and social implications of which alarmed many 
Americans and galvanized others. Americans who op-
posed African American participation in the military 
cited the potential increase in political and social equal-
ity for blacks, while abolit ionists supported African 
American involvement because of the same possible 
outcome. " e  polit ics of black enlistment and emanci-
pation were inseparable, and deeply rooted ideologies of 
white supremacy clashed with measures that promoted 
racial equality.

" e  contradictions between the democratic and re-
publican ideals associated with American independence 
and the realities of institutionalized slavery yielded 
a pervasive ideology of racism  in nineteenth-century 
America.  In this context, Americans struggled with cen-
tral questions of debate including: whether the institu-
tion of slavery should be eliminated; whether former 
slaves should continue to live in the United States; and 
whether African Americans had the same mental and 
emotional capacities as European Americans. With the 
outbreak of the Civil War, the question of arming black 
soldiers became a hotly debated issue. When hundreds 

of thousands of slaves liberated themselves and entered 
Union lines, the debate became an urgent one.

At the start of the Civil War it was illegal for free black 
men and slaves to serve in the military. Although black 
Americans had fought in every American engagement 
from the colonial period through the American Revolu-
tion  and the War of 1812 , Congress  had o#  cially prohib-
ited African Americans from enlisting in militias or in 
the U.S. Army  in 1792 and again in 1820. Federal policy 
from 1793 and 1850 legislating that fugitive slaves must 
be returned to their owners meant that, legally, escaped 
slaves could not serve in the military in any capacity. 

During the ! rst years of the Civil War, combat status 
for African Americans was intensely debated by politi-
cians, military commanders, abolitionists, and the gen-
eral public. President Abraham  Lincoln's concern for 
maintaining the loyalty of slaveholding border states and 
his sensitivity to Northern racism initially prevented 
him from initiating policy to permit black men to serve 
in the Union army. Lincoln's primary aim for the war was 
not to end slavery but to preserve the Union. 

Days a$ er the Confederate a% ack on Fort Sumter , 
free blacks in the North began o& ering their services to 
the Union. Within weeks fugitive slaves reached Union 
camps and volunteered for the war e& ort. By the end of 
1862, between ! ve hundred thousand and seven hun-
dred thousand fugitive slaves had entered Federal lines. 
For two years, politicians and the public debated how 
to handle the issue of black enlistment while individual  
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Union generals had to make practical decisions about 
how to handle the huge in• ux of African American 
volunteers. 

Ultimately, the actions of the hundreds of thousand 
of slaves who freed themselves and • ed to Union lines 
made black military service and emancipation inevi-
table. Motivated by military exigency, Lincoln issued an 
Emancipation Proclamation  in 1863, o!  cially liberating 
slaves in Confederate states and permi" ing their armed 
service. # e  controversial proclamation initiated the $ rst 
large-scale use of African American men as combat sol-
diers in American history. However, Lincoln's policy did 
not address whether African Americans who served the 
Union would receive the same treatment as their white 
counterparts, and as black men and women risked their 
lives to support the Federals, deeply rooted racial preju-
dice among white Americans o% en meant that the work 

of these black men and women went largely unrecog-
nized and uncompensated.

Lincoln initially a" empted to avoid the fractious is-
sues of emancipation and racial equality by avoiding the 
enlistment of blacks, free or slave. However, the • ood of 
escaped slaves into Federal lines at the onset of the war 
forced Union o!  cers to consider their military use de-
spite legal restrictions. In several cases, Union generals 
engaged slaves and pursued the recruitment of black men 
without congressional authority. When African Ameri-
cans arrived at Fort Monroe  in May 1861, General Ben-
jamin  Butler declared the fugitive slaves ªcontraband of 
warº and refused their return despite the Fugitive Slave 
Act  still in e& ect in Federal territory. Butler reasoned 
that since many of the fugitive slaves in his camp had 
escaped from working on Confederate forti$ cations, 
their return would aid the enemy. Butler instead put the 
men to work, with compensation, in his quartermaster 
department, and Lincoln permi" ed Butler's policy to 
stand. 

Four months later, in August 1861, Congress passed 
the First Con$ scation Act  , which nulli$ ed the claims of 
slave owners to slaves who had aided the Confedera te 
war e& ort. Both Union commanders and slaves quickly 
took advantage of the legislation. Over the course of the 
war, an estimated two hundred thousand contrabands 
worked for the Union army in noncombat capacities 
such as teamsters, ca" l e drivers, stevedores, laborers, 
and camp aides. At the end of August of 1861, the head of 
the Department of the West , General John C. Fr(mont , 
invoked martial law and issued an edict freeing the slaves 
of disloyal Missouri rebels. # is time a Union general's 
unauthorized proclamation was overruled by the presi-
dent, who feared that such a policy would alienate slave-
holders in the border states. When Fr(mont refused to 
modify the edict, Lincoln ordered him to do so. Still, 
enslaved men and women continued to free themselves 
by entering Federal lines. 

When Secretary of War Simon Cameron  issued his 
annual report in December 1861, he had, at Lincoln's 
prompting, removed passages advocating emancipation 
and the engagement of former slaves in the Union army. 
In March 1862, Congress enacted an additional article 
of war that further undermined the fugitive-slave laws 
by prohibiting military and naval personnel from ªre-
turning fugitives from service or labor, who may have 
escaped from any persons to whom such service or labor 
is claimed to be due.º President Lincoln  began to urge 
the border states to enact gradual, compensated aboli-

Christian A. Fleetwood, who earned a Congressional Medal of 
Honor for his service at the Ba• le of New Market Heights on 
September 29, 1864 (Li brary of Congress)
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tion, and he advocated the colonization of former slaves 
outside of the United States.

A step ahead of federal policy, Union general David 
Hunter,  commander of the Department of the South , 
began arming slaves at Port Royal, South Carolina , in 
April 1862 and declared free all slaves in South Carolina, 
Alabama , and Florida  in the following month. Lincoln 
issued a proclamation to nullify Hunter's edict, and 
the War Department  initially refused to pay or equip 
his black soldiers. Nevertheless, Hunter's First South 
Carolina Volunteers  was the • rst unit of former slaves 
to uno€  cially join the Union army. • e y served in com-
bat under Colonel • o mas Wentworth  Higginson and 
were ultimately designated the • i rty-third Regiment of 
U.S. Colored Troops  in February 1864. In the summer 
of 1862, a few months a‚ er Hunter began to arm former 
slaves in South Carolina, Kansas  senator James H.  Lane 
began to recruit former slaves from Missouri  and Arkan-
sas  to form the First Kansas Colored Volunteer Infantry , 
later known as the Seventy-ninth Infantry Regiment .  

As federal policy began to take a turn, in July 1862 
Congress passed two measures that directly linked Afri-
can American enlistment to emancipation. • e Second 
Con• scation Act  freed slaves of rebel owners and per-
miƒ ed the seizure of the laƒ er's property; it also pro-
hibited military personnel from surrendering fugitives 
or deciding on the validity of an escaped slave's claim 
to freedom. Finally, the act authorized the president to 
employ ªpersons of African descentº in any capacity to 
suppress the rebellion. • e Mil itia Act , also passed in 
July, provided for the employment of African Americans 
in ªany military or naval service for which they may be 
found competent,º and also granted freedom to slaves 
so employed and to their families if their owners were 
rebels. On September 22, 1862, Lincoln issued the pre-
liminary Emancipation Proclamation  that would go into 
e„ ect at the start of the following year. 

A small detachment from the First Kansas Colored Vol-
unteer Infantry  fought in an engagement at  Island Mound, 
Missouri , in October 1862, initiating the use of black troops 
in active combat. A month earlier in Louisiana , General 
Butler had o€  cially mustered the • rst three all-black units 
in the Union army, known as the First, Second, and • i rd 
Louisiana Native Guards  or the Corps D'Afrique , initially 
led by African American commanders. In December 1862, 
in protest of the use of black soldiers, Je„ erson  Davis issued 
a Confederate proclamation that former slaves serving as 
Union soldiers would not be treated as prisoners of war and 
that their white o€  cers would be executed.

Lincoln's • nal Emancipation Proclamation of Janu-
ary 1, 1863, authorized that emancipated slaves ªwill be 
received into the armed service of the United States to 
garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and 
to man vessels of all sorts in said service.º While the 
proclamation only liberated slaves in Confederate ter-
ritory not under Union control, and le‚  slavery in the 
border states  intact, it established emancipation as an 
o€  cial objective of the war. Lincoln's 1863 proclamation 
also instigated an active recruitment policy for African 
American soldiers, paving the way for the • rst large-scale 
use of black combat soldiers in U.S. history. In May 1863 
the federal government established the Bureau for Col-
ored Troops  to systematize African American recruit-
ment and enlistment.

Approximately 180,000 African American soldiers 
fought in the Union army, constituting 10 percent of all 
Union combat troops. More than half of these enlisted 
black soldiers were from Confederate states, the vast ma-
jority of whom were former slaves, as were most of the 
African American soldiers from border states who com-
prised almost a quarter of the troops. About 50,000 of 
the Union's black soldiers, roughly 20 percent, were from 
Northern states and were free from birth, manumission, 
or escape. 

Reluctant to commission black o€  cers, the Union 
army commissioned between 80 and 100 African Ameri-
can o€  cers during the Civil War. Eight black men served 
as Federal army surgeons, including Lieutenant Colonel 
Alexander T.  Augusta, the highest-ranking black soldier 
in the Civil War. Fourteen African Americans served as 
army chaplains. • e Union's black soldiers were orga-
nized into 133 infantry regiments, 4 independent com-
panies, 12 regiments of heavy artillery, 10 baƒ eries of 
light artillery, and 7 cavalry regiments. • e  United States 
Colored Troops  (USCT) fought in approximately 450 
engagements, including 40 major baƒ les.

• e  engagement of the Louisiana Native Guard  units 
at  Port Hudson, Louisiana , in March 1863 was the • rst 
major assault by black troops. Many of the members of 
the Louisiana Native Guards were free men of color who 
had previously cast their lot with the Confederacy but had 
never been put into service; others were former slaves. 
While the assault failed, the valor of the black soldiers 
impressed observers. Two months later the First Missis-
sippi Volunteers of African Descent , composed of former 
Mississippi  and Louisiana  slaves, repelled a Confederate 
aƒ ack at  Mil liken's Bend, Louisiana . • eir e„ orts, de-
scribed by Ulysses S.  Grant as ªgallant,º smoothed the 
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way for the systematic recruitment and utilization of 
USCT regiments for the remainder of the war.

In July 1863, the Fi• y-fourth Massachuse€ s Vol-
unteer Infantry , the • rst black regiment raised in a free 
state, spearheaded an assault on  Fort Wagner , South 
Carolina , that was a military failure but a political vic-
tory. Greatly outnumbered, Union forces were not able 
to take the fort and sustained heavy casualties. ‚ e 
Fi• y-fourth Massachuse€ s lost two-thirds of their of-
• cers, including their commander, Robert Gould  Shaw, 
and half of their troops. For his heroism during the Fort 
Wagner assault, Sergeant William H.  Carney became 
the • rst African American to receive the Congressional 
Medal of Honor  in August 1863. ‚  e skill and sacri• ce 
of the soldiers of the Fi• y-fourth garnered national at-

tention and widely signaled the success of black military 
recruitment.

Confederate troops were o• en particularly cruel to 
black Union soldiers, and debates continue over whether 
particular events constituted outright massacres. At  Fort 
Pillow , Tennessee , in April 1864, Confederate troops 
killed 64 percent of the Union's African American soldiers, 
double the death toll for the equivalent number of white 
Union troops there. Congressional inquiries found that 
many of the killings took place a• er black soldiers had sur-
rendered. Days later in  Poison Spring, Arkansas , Confed-
erates killed troops from the First Kansas Colored Infantry  
who had surrendered. While black troops contributed to 
the success of the Siege of  Petersburg, Virginia , cu€ ing 
o!  supplies to the Confederate capital of Richmond, the 

Company E, the Fourth U.S. Colored Infantry, at Fort Lincoln, Washington (L ibrary of Congress)
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vast majority of those who fought in Petersburg's Ba• le  of 
the Crater on July 30, 1864, were killed by Confederate 
troops. African American soldiers at the Crater sustained 
the heaviest single-day casualties of the entire war.

€ e  greatest number of USCT served in the Virginia  
theater as part of General Grant 's Petersburg-Richmond 
campaigns  that helped bring the Civil War to an end. 
African American units fought in all of the signi• cant 
Virginia campaigns and were especially active in the 
• ghting around Petersburg during the summer of 1864. 
In September, two months a‚ er the Ba• le of the Crater, 
black troops experienced victory but also heavy casual-
ties at the Ba• le  of New Market Heights near  Richmond. 
Fourteen black soldiers received the Medal of Honor for 
their bravery and leadership during this ba• le. 

€ e  U.S. Colored Cavalry  (USCC) was primarily put 
into service on scouting and reconnaissance missions. 
However, in December 1864 and January 1865 the € ird 
USCC joined white cavalry troops in a 450-mile raid 
in Mississippi , liberating some one thousand slaves. In 
April 1865 the Fi‚ h Massachuse• s Cavalry , composed 
of African American horsemen, was among the • rst of 
the Federal troops to enter  Richmond upon its capture. 
Black troops were among the Union forces at the Appo-
ma• ox Court House  when General Robert E.  Lee surren-
dered. African American troops from the Sixty-second 
U.S. Colored Infantry Regiment fought in the war's • nal 
ba• le at  Palmito Ranch, Texas , in May 1865.

€ e  Union army discriminated against black soldiers, 
providing them substandard supplies, equipment, ra-
tions, training, medical care, and payƒ and black troops 
and their white commanders strongly protested salary 
discrepancies. € e  Fi‚ y -fourth Massachuse• s Regiment 
served a year without pay rather than accept substandard 
wages. In 1864 the War Department  sanctioned equal 
wages for black soldiers. Most Northern states provided 
local and state aid for the dependents of white soldiers 
but not for their black counterparts. In July 1864 the 
federal government began to give assistance to the fami-
lies of African Americans killed in service; yet, enslaved 
family members were not eligible.

€ e  Confederacy ultimately recognized the neces-
sity of recruiting black soldiers, but not until the war 
was at its close. Confederates had long debated the use 
of African Americans in the military, generally limiting 
their service to noncombat roles such as laboring on for-
ti• cations. On March 13, 1865, Confederacy  president 
Je„ erson  Davis signed a bill authorizing the enlistment 
of slaves and their emancipation beginning on April 3. 

Six days later, on April 9, 1865, General Lee surrendered 
at the Appoma• ox Court House .

 While black troops did not appear on the ba• le• eld 
in large numbers until a‚ er the Emancipation Proclama-
tion , black sailors fought from the onset of the war. Afri-
can American men had long served on American naval 
vessels in substantial numbers, and black sailors faced 
much less o!  cial discrimination than African American 
soldiers during the Civil War. Unlike their counterparts 
in the army, black sailors served in integrated crews and 
received the same pay, bene• ts, promotion opportunities, 
legal recourse, and living standards as white sailors. Ap-
proximately twenty thousand black men served as sailors 
during the Civil War. Recent estimates suggest that as 
many as one in every six Union sailors was black.

At the war's outbreak, escaped slaves sought ref-
uge on navy vessels, and many provided intelligence on 
Confederate movements and forti• cations. By July 1861, 
Secretary of the Navy Gideon  Welles had established a 
policy to recruit black sailors. Within months, thousands 
of men of African descent, including fugitive slaves and 
freemen, many of whom had been born outside the Unit-
ed States, enlisted as sailors, serving in every major naval 
ba• le and campaign and transforming the composition 
of the Union navy. (A‚ er the Civil War, the Navy began 
to restrict black enlistment.)

Several of the men who served in the Union navy had 
survived daring escapes from slavery. On May 23, 1862, 
Robert Smalls,  an enslaved man in Charleston, South 
Carolina , employed by Confederates to pilot the Planter , 
masqueraded as the ship's white captain and delivered the 
war ship along with his family and twelve other slaves to 
Union lines. A‚ er meeting with President Lincoln , who 
authorized an award of federal monies for the delivery 
of Confederate supplies, Smalls served the Union as the 
• rst African American captain of a U.S. Navy vessel for 
the remainder of the war. Smalls went on to serve in the 
U.S. Congress  in 1875 and 1876. 

African American  women served the Union e„ ort 
as nurses, spies, scouts, camp aides, and laborers. Mary 
Ann Shadd  Cary was appointed by the Union army as 
a recruiting o!  cer. Maria Lewis  served with the Eighth 
New York Cavalry , while Mary Dyson,  a former slave, 
fought in several ba• les disguised as a man. Harriet Tub-
man  served the Union for three years as a spy, nurse, and 
scout. Her intelligence facilitated several successful raids 
by the Second South Carolina Volunteers , a black regi-
ment, on Confederate strongholds. Tubman was report-
ed to have led one of these raids, which liberated close to 
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eight hundred slaves. Upon her death in 1913, Tubman 
received a full military funeral.

Susie King  Taylor, a former slave, joined the First South 
Carolina Volunteers  initially as a laundress and teacher. 
Taylor ultimately served on several expeditions as a camp 
aide cleaning and loading • rearms and, primarily, as an 
army nurse. Many Southern black women provided Union 
soldiers with intelligence and supplies. Ellen Bower,  a free 
woman, went undercover as a slave named Ellen Bond in 
Je€ erson  Davis's  Richmond home, where, pretending to 
be illiterate and mentally impaired, she collected informa-
tion for Union soldiers. When she came under suspicion, 
Bower escaped to Union lines a• er a‚ empting to burn the 
Confederate White House  in January 1864. 

Days a• er the Confederate a‚ ack on Fort Sumter  
initiated the Civil War, free blacks in the North o€ ered 
their services to the Union, and within weeks the • rst of 
the roughly half a mill ion fugitive slaves who escaped 
to Federal lines volunteered for the war e€ ort. During 
1861 and 1862 politicians and the public debated how 
to handle the issues surrounding black military service, 
while individual Union generals made on-the-ground 
decisions about how to handle the vast inƒ ux of black 
volunteers. In 1863 President Lincoln  recognized Af-
rican American enlistment as a necessity and initiated 
federal policy to systematize black recruitment. Between 
1863 and 1865 more than two hundred thousand African 

Americans served in the Federal army and navy. ! ese 
enlisted black soldiers and sailors, as well as countless 
black men and women who served the Union forces in 
uno"  c ial capacities, played varied and vital roles in the 
Union's military victory. ! e treatment and use of black 
combatants remained controversial throughout the 
war. ! e Union's black supporters faced discrimination 
and hostility not only from Confederate ranks but from 
Union forces as well. 

Although Lincoln was initially opposed to arming 
African Americans, he ultimately acknowledged that 
the emancipation and arming of slaves were crucial to 
the Union's victory. In addition to the African American  
units that were o"  cially mustered, numerous black men 
and women aided Union forces in uno"  cial capacities, 
supplying labor, resources, and information. Between 
forty thousand and sixty thousand enlisted African 
Americans lost their lives in the Civil War. Twenty-three 
African American soldiers and sailors received the Medal 
of Honor  for their Civil War service. A• er the war, sever-
al black regiments assisted the Army of Occupation and 
Reconstruction  e€ orts until 1867. ! e  Spanish Ameri-
can War  in 1898 brought many of these conƒ icts to sur-
face once again. While African American soldiers played 
a crucial role in the success of U.S. forces in Cuba , these 
soldiers faced discrimination and violence at home. 

Christina Proenza-Coles
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1861
April 12: Confederates a‚ ack Fort Sumter, inaugurat-

ing the Civil War.
May 24: General Benjamin Butler declares fugitive 

slaves at Fort Monroe, Virginia, ªcontrabandº and 
puts them to work for the Union with pay.

August 6: ! e First Con• scation Act nulli• es slave 
owners' claims to fugitive slaves who have previously 
been put to use in the Confederate war e€ ort.

August 30: General John C. Fr#mont declares all 
slaves of rebel slave owners in Missouri free; Lincoln 
will order Fr#mont to rescind his proclamation the 
following month.

September 21: Navy secretary Gideon Wells autho-
rizes recruiters to enlist former slaves in the Union 
navy.

1862
April 3: General David Hunter begins to recruit black 

soldiers in South Carolina on his own authority a• er 
his request for permission has gone unanswered.

May 9: General Hunter declares all slaves in South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida free.

May 19: President Abraham Lincoln nulli• es General 
Hunter's emancipation edict and urges border states 
to embrace gradual, compensated emancipation and 
colonization.

June±August: Senator James H. Lane begins to recruit 
the First Kansas Colored Volunteer Infantry, mak-
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ing Kansas the • rst state to o€  cially recruit and 
train military units comprised of black soldiers.

July 17: Congress passes the Second Con• scation Act 
and the Milit ia Act.

August 22: General Butler incorporates several Loui-
siana Native Guard units of free black soldiers into 
Union forces and musters the • rst o€  cial all-black 
forces in the Union army. 

August 25: A! er having withheld permission, the 
War Department authorizes Hunter's recruitment of 
black soldiers in the South Carolina Sea Islands.

September 22: Lincoln issues the preliminary Eman-
cipation Proclamation, announcing that all slaves in 
areas still in rebellion as of January 1, 1863, will be 
declared free. 

October 28: In the • rst use of black troops in combat 
during the Civil War, the First Kansas Colored Vol-
unteer Infantry • ght at Island Mound, Missouri.

December 23: Protesting the use of black soldiers, 
Je" erson Davis issues a proclamation ordering 
that black Union soldiers captured by Confederate 
troops are not to be treated as prisoners of war but 
remanded to Confederate state authorities and that 
their white o€  cers will be executed. 

1863
January 1: Lincoln issues the Emancipation Procla-

mation, liberating slaves in Confederate states and 
announcing the Union's intention to enlist black sol-
diers and sailors. 

March 26: Adjutant General of the Army, Lorenzo 
# o mas, begins a large-scale e" ort to raise and ad-
minister black troops in the Mississippi Valley.

May 22: # e  Bureau of Colored Troops is established.
May 27: # e Louisiana Native Guards play a vital role 

in the assault on Port Hudson, Louisiana.
June 7: # e First Mississippi Volunteers of African De-

scent soldiers repel a Confederate a$ ack at Mil liken's 
Bend, Louisiana.

July 13±16: In what becomes known as the New York 
City Dra!  Riots, predominantly Irish mobs, angered 
by congressional laws initiating a dra! , a$ ack Afri-

can Americans in New York City and burn down an 
orphanage for black children.

July 18: # e Fi! y-fourth Massachuse$ s spearheads an 
assault on Fort Wagner, South Carolina.

July 30: Lincoln's Order of Retaliation states that 
Union soldiers, black or white, are entitled to equal 
protection if captured by the enemy. # e order 
threatens retaliation for Confederates who enslave 
or kill black prisoners of war. 

October 3: # e War Department orders full-scale re-
cruitment of black soldiers in Maryland, Missouri, 
and Tennessee, with compensation to loyal owners.

1864
April 12: Confederate troops massacre black soldiers 

at Fort Pillow, Tennessee.
June 15: Congress equalizes the pay of black and white 

soldiers.
June 15: United States Colored Troops (USCT) Eigh-

teenth Corps help to capture and secure regions 
around Petersburg, the supplier of the Confederate 
capital, Richmond, initiating the longest siege in 
American history.

July 30: USCT Ninth Corps • ght at the Ba$ le of the 
Crater in Petersburg. 

September 29: Black soldiers are crucial to the success 
of the Ba$ le of New Market Heights near Richmond. 
Fourteen black soldiers later receive the Medal of 
Honor for this ba$ le.

December 15: USCT regiments help to achieve victory 
at the Ba$ le of Nashville, Tennessee.

1865
March 23: # e Confederate War Department issues 

an order to recruit enslaved men as soldiers starting 
in April and to emancipate them upon completion 
of loyal service. 

April 9: Black Union troops are present for Lee's sur-
render at Appoma$ ox.

May 12: # e  Sixty-second U.S. Colored Infantry • ght 
in the • nal ba$ le of the Civil War at Palmito Ranch, 
Texas.
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• i s anonymous writer in the New York Herald  
on September 19, 1860, demonstrates the primacy 
of white supremacy  in the psyche and culture of 
many white Americans, both in the North and 
in the South, during this period. For many white 
Americans, white supremacy was fundamental to 
their national as well as their individual identity; 
therefore, for these individuals, the idea of A! ican 
American equality threatened to degrade the na-
tion as well as white people personally. 

Party divisions among us have hitherto been based on 
questions of policy in government, but without departing 
from the great principles of the rightful preponderance 
of the white race. ! u s, in the " rst division of parties af-
ter the establishment of the constitution, the lines of the 
federal and republican organization were drawn on the 
great questions of a stronger or weaker form of federal 
government, involving the right of controlling personal 
liberty, the freedom of the press, and other questions 
of similar character which marked our legislation and 
political agitation during the closing years of the last 
century. ! i s was succeeded by party divisions on the 
question of a second war with En gland in defense of our 
rights on the ocean, and the patriotic sacri" ces the war 
party then led the country to make in the face of the bit-
ter opposition of ªthe Massachuse# s schoolº were the 
foundations of our present commercial glory. A$ er this 
came the great division under Jackson, on the questions 
of bank, tari%  and internal improvements by the general 
government. All of these questions were discussed with 
partisan bi# erness, but in them the doubt of the right of 
the white man to rule never entered.

! e  only party division that exists to-day, aside from 
the bickering of the sel" sh and unscrupulous leaders, 
who each endeavoring, with their pe# y cockle boats, to 
gather the fragments upon the tide of party revolution, 
involves a far deeper and older question than any that 
has previously been discussed among us during our na-
tional career. ! e  issue that is presented by the black re-
publican party involves the whole question of our social 
and national existence. Black republicanism, founded 
on and animated by the anti-slavery idea, and pursuing 
an exaggerated notion of individual rights, involves not 

only an a# empt to equalize dissimilar and discordant 
races in their social and immunities, but also the most 
destructive theories in regard to the organization of so-
ciety. . . .

! i s anti-slavery idea aims to establish a new social 
policy in this country&t he policy of an equalization of 
the white and black races&wh ich had never produced 
anything but bloodshed in other parts of the world, and 
which can only result in the subjugation or destruction 
of the numerically weaker race. ! ere is no possibility of 
the black and the white existing harmoniously together 
in social and political equality. . . .

[T] he Southern States, where four millions of blacks 
are now held in a position of social subjection, which 
contributes to their own moral and material welfare, and 
to that the whole community in which they exist. ! e  
triumph of antislavery sentiment, through the election 
of Lincoln to the Presidency, will initiate a social revo-
lution among us will require generations, and perhaps 
centuries, for its consummation, if we exist through it so 
long. Such a war of races will absorb all the power of our 
society, diverting them from the prosecution of domes-
tic industry and foreign trade. Above all, it will produce 
division and con' ict among ourselves, as it has divided 
the whites everywhere that it has prevailed, while the 
blacks, without other policy or impulses, will be united 
by the bond of color. . . .

! e  real question, therefore, now presented to the 
people of the United States is the question of our social 
development for generations yet to come, and involving 
our very existence as a nation. If we once begin the war 
of races, which will inevitably follow from the triumph 
of the abolition idea and its control of our government, it 
cannot cease until the black race has been exterminated 
or driven from among us. Such a war will involve the 
cessation of the prosecution of many of the industrial 
pursuits that now constitute our prosperity and national 
greatness. It will consume all the elements that now 
contribute to our intellectual and material development. 
With such certainty before us, involving our posterity 
for centuries in con' ict and ruin, it becomes every man 
to take heart and do his utmost to defeat the fanatical 
and revolutionary black republicans, who, blinded by 
their own zeal, following a fallacy that elsewhere has 
conducted only to destruction, and obstinately refusing 
to learn wisdom from the experience and disasters from 
other lands and nations, are bent on establishing here 
the most destructive con' i ct of races that the world has 
ever witnessed.
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S•€ •‚ƒ :
Published by an anonymous author in the New York Herald, Sep-

tember 19, 1860, reprinted in ! e  Civil War: Primary Docu-
ments on Events " om 1860 to 1865, edited by Ford Risely 
(Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2004), pp. 19±21.

Document 2: T• € L• ‚€ Eƒ€„‚…†‡

A• er the election of President Abraham Lincoln , one 
of the nation's most prominent abolitionists, Fred-
erick Doug lass,  published the following essay in his 
publication Doug lass' Monthly  in December 1860. 
Because the issues surrounding abolition, racial 
equality, and the arming of black soldiers became in-
extricable with the start of the Civil War, it is useful 
to examine Lincoln's stance on slavery prior to the 
start of the con! ict. While Douglass did not feel con-
" dent that Lincoln would further the cause of abo-
lition, a charge he believed was issued by Lincoln's 
opponents, Douglass argued that Lincoln's election 
was signi" cant because it signaled a challenge to the 
South's long-standing domination of national poli-
tics. Douglass ultimately served as a recruiter for the 
U.S. Army during the war, and two of his sons served 
in the Fi• y-fourth Massachuse# s .

! e  clamor now raised by the slaveholders about ªNorthern 
aggression,º ªsectional warfare,º as a pretext of dissolving the 
Union, has this basis only: ! e Northern people have elected, 
against the opposition of the slaveholding South, a man for 
President who declared his opposition to the further exten-
sion of slavery over the soil belonging to the United States. 
Such is the head and front, and the full extent of the o" ense, 
for which ªminute menº are forming, drums are beating, # ags 
are # ying, people are arming, ªbanks are closing,º ªstocks are 
falling,º and the South generally taking on dreadfully.

By referring to another part of our present monthly, 
our respected readers will $ nd a few samples of the spirit 
of the Southern press on this subject. ! e y are full of in-
trigue, smell of brimstone, and betoken a terri$ c explo-
sion. Unquestionably, ªsecession,º ªdisunion,º ªSouthern 
Confederacy,º and the like phrases are the most popular 
political watch words of the co% on-growing States of the 
Union. Nor is this sentiment to be entirely despised. If 

Mr. Lincoln were really an Abolition President, which he 
is not; if he were a friend to the Abolition movement, in-
stead of being, as he is, its most powerful enemy, the dis-
solution of the Union might be the only e" ective mode 
of perpetuating slavery in the Southern States&since if 
it could succeed, it would place slavery beyond the power 
of the President and his Government. But the South has 
now no such cause for disunion. ! e present alarm and 
perturbation will cease; the Southern $ re-eaters will be 
appeased and will retrace their steps.&! ere is no suf-
$ cient cause for the dissolution of the Union. Whoever 
lives through the next four years will see Mr. Lincoln 
and his Administration a% acked more bi% erly for their 
pro-slavery truckling, than for doing any anti-slavery 
work. He and his party will become the best protec-
tors of slavery where it now is, and just such protectors 
as slaveholders will most need. In order to defeat him, 
the slaveholders took advantage of the ignorance and 
stupidity of the masses, and assured them that Lincoln is 
an Abolit ionist. !  is, Mr. Lincoln and his party will lose 
no time in sca% ering to the winds as false and ground-
less. With the single exception of the question of slavery 
extension, Mr. Lincoln proposes no measure which can 
bring him into antagonistic collision with the tra(  ckers 
in human # esh, either in the States or in the District of 
Columbia. . . .

With an Abolition President we should consider a suc-
cessful separation of slave from the free states a calamity, 
greatly damaging to the prospects of our long enslaved, 
bruised and mutilated people; but under what may be 
expected of the Republican party, with its pledges to put 
down the slaves should they a% empt to rise, and to hunt 
them should they run away, a dissolution of the Union 
would be highly bene$ cial to the cause of liberty. . . .

What, then, has been gained to the anti-slavery cause 
by the election of Mr. Lincoln? Not much in itself consid-
ered, but very much when viewed in the light of its rela-
tions and bearings. For $ ) y years the country has taken 
its law from the lips of an exacting, haughty and imperious 
slave oligarchy. ! e masters of slave have been masters of 
the Republic. . . . Lincoln's election has vitiated their au-
thority, and broken their power. It has taught the North its 
strength, and shown the South its weakness. More impor-
tant stil l, it has demonstrated the possibility of electing, if 
not an Abolitionist, at least an anti-slavery reputation to the 
Presidency of the United States.

. . . Notwithstanding the many cowardly disclaimers, 
and miserable concessions to popular prejudice against the 
colored people, which Republican orators have felt them-
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selves required, by an intense and greedy desire of success, 
to make, they have been compelled also to recur to • rst 
principles of human liberty, expose the baseless claim of 
property in man, exhibit the hideous features of slavery, 
and to unveil, for popular execration, the brutal manners 
and morals of the guilty slave-masters.

S•€ •‚ƒ :
Frederick Douglass. Douglass' Monthly, December 1860, 

reprinted in Lincoln on Black and White: A Documen-
tary History, edited by Arthur Zilversmit (Malabar, Fla.: 
Krieger, 2000), pp. 70±73. 

Document 3: L•€•‚ ƒ€'„ R…†ƒ‡ ˆ‚  
H…€‰‡ RŠ‡‹‚€ Œ

• i s le€ er is president-elect Abraham Lincoln 's re-
ply to Henry Raymond,  who had sent the president 
a le€ er • om a member of the Mississippi  legisla-
ture, William Smedes . • e reply speaks to the pro-
found anxiety of many white Americans regarding 
the idea of A• ican American equality.

Spring• eld, Illinois
Dec. 18, 1860
Con• dential
Hon. H. J. Raymond

My dear Sir

Yours of the 14th. is received. What a very mad-man your 
correspondent, Smedes is. Mr. Lincoln is not pledged to 
the ultimate extinctinction [sic] of slavery; does not hold 
the black man to the equal of the white, unquali• edly as 
Mr. S. states it; and never did stigmatize their white peo-
ple as immoral & unchristian; and Mr. S. can not prove 
one of his assertions true.

. . . Yours truly
A. Lincoln

S•€ •‚ƒ :

! e re is a photocopy of this le" er in the collections of the 
Abraham Lincoln Association, Spring# eld, Ill inois. It has 
been reprinted in ! e  Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, 

volume 4, edited by Roy Basler (New Brunswick, N.J.: 
Rutgers University Press, 1990 [1953]), p. 156.

Document 4: L…! …‰ "‰‚‹ JŠ•‚# D‚Œ„‚€

• i s le€ er • om Jacob Dodson  to Secretary of War 
Simon Cameron  indicates the desire on the part of 
many • ee black men to serve in the Union army in 
April 1861. Dodson was a • ee black man • om Mis-
souri  who had accompanied John C. Fr!mont  on 
expeditions to Utah  and California  in the 1840s. 
Abraham Lincoln refused the service of the three 
hundred men Dodson recruited.

Washington, April 23, 1861
Hon. Simon Cameron,
Secretary of War:

Sir:

I desire to inform you that I know some 300 reliable 
colored free citizens of this city who desire to enter the 
service for the defense of the city.

I have been three times across the Rocky Mountains 
in the service of the country with Fr!mont and others.

I can be found about the Senate Chamber, as I have 
been employed about the premises for some years.

Yours, respectfully,
Jacob Dodson (Colored).

S•€ •‚ƒ :
From ! e  War of Rebellion: A Compilation of the O"  cial Records 

of the Union and Confederate Armies compiled by Robert N. 
Sco"  (Washington: Government Printing O$  ce, 1880).

Document 5: L•€•‚ ƒ€'„ L…! …‰ ˆ‚
O‰$•ƒƒ… H. B‰‚%€•€&

• i s is a le€ er Abraham Lincoln  wrote on September 
22, 1861, to his • i end Orville H.  Browning, a Repub-
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lican senator • om Illinois . In it, Lincoln expresses his 
concern that arming A• i can Americans would turn 
the border states against the Union, and he writes the 
now famous line that ªto lose Kentucky  is nearly the 
same as to lose the whole game.º

Executive Mansion, Washington
September 22, 1861
Private & con• dential
Hon. O. H. Browning

My dear Sir

Yours of the 17th is just received; and coming from you, I 
confess it astonishes me. € at you should object to my ad-
hering of a law, which you had assisted in making, and pre-
senting to me, less than a month before, is odd enough. But 
this is a very small part. Genl. Freemont's proclamation, as 
to con• scation of property, and the liberation of slaves, is 
purely political, and not within the range of military law, or 
necessity. If a commanding General • nds a necessity to seize 
the farm of a private owner, for a pasture, an encampment, 
or a forti• cation, he has the right to do so, and to so hold it, 
as long as the necessity lasts; and this is within military law, 
because within military necessity. But to say the farm shall 
no longer belong to the owner, or his heirs forever; and this 
as well when the farm is not needed for military purposes as 
when it is, is purely political, without the savor of military 
law about it. And the same is true of slaves. If the General 
needs them, he can seize them, and use them; but when the 
need is past, it is not for him to • x their permanent future 
condition. € at must be se! led according to laws to make by 
law-makers, and not by military proclamations. € e procla-
mation in the point in question, is simply ªdictatorship.º It 
assumes that the general may do anything he pleases" con-
• scate the lands and free the slaves of loyal people, as well as 
of disloyal ones. And going the whole • gure I have no doubt 
would be more popular with some thoughtless people, than 
that which has been done# But I cannot assume this reck-
less position; nor allow others to assume it on my responsi-
bility. You speak of it as being the only means of saving the 
government. On the contrary it is itself the surrender of the 
government. Can it be pretended that it is any longer the 
government of the U.S."a ny government of Constitution 
and laws,"wh erein a General, or a President, may make 
permanent rule of property by declaration?

I do not say that Congress might not with propriety 
pass a law, on the point, just such as General Freemont pro-
claimed. I do not say I might not, as a member of Congress, 

vote for it. What I object to, is, that I as President, shall ex-
pressly or impliedly seize and exercise the permanent legis-
lative functions of the government.

So much as to principle. Now as to policy. Now doubt 
the thing was popular in some quarters, and would have 
been more so had it been a general declaration of eman-
cipation. € e Kentucky Legislature would not budge till 
that proclamation was modi• ed; and Gen. Anderson tele-
graphed me that on the new of Gen. Freemont having actu-
ally issued deeds of manumission, a whole company of our 
Volunteers threw down their arms and disbanded. I was so 
assured, as to think it probable, that the very arms we had 
furnished Kentucky would be turned against us. I think to 
lose Kentucky is nearly the same as to lose the whole game. 
Kentucky gone, we can not hold Missouri, nor, as I think, 
Maryland. € ese all against us, and the job on our hands is 
too large for us. We would as well consent to separation at 
once, including the surrender of this capitol. On the con-
trary, if you will give up your restlessness for new positions, 
and back me manfully on the grounds upon which you and 
other kind friends gave me the election, and have approved 
in my public documents, we shall go through triumphantly.

. . . Your friend as ever
A. Lincoln

S•€ •‚ƒ :
• i s le€ er is in the Il linois State Historical Library, Spring-

• eld, Il linois. It has been reprinted in • e  Collected Works 
of Abraham Lincoln, volume 4, edited by Roy Basler (New 
Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 1990 [1953]), 
pp. 531±533.

Document 6: L•€ • • ‚• ƒ„ W…††…‡„ Sˆ ƒ€ 

Ohio  Democrat William  Sco!  published this le! er 
in the Marie! a Register  on November 22, 1861. 
Sco!  correctly predicted that hundreds of thousands 
of slaves would liberate themselves during the con-
" ict of the war. A supporter of the war, Sco!  worried 
about how to manage former slaves, whom he viewed 
neither as his equals nor as American citizens. 

Whatever may be the result of the civil war in our Country, 
many thousands, yes hundreds of thousands, of negroes 
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will escape from their masters. When the way, along the 
borders of the Slave States, becomes opened by the Fed-
eral troops, there will doubtless be a continual stampede of 
slaves. • e Union men will su€ er in this way as will the reb-
els. We can see no way to avoid it. In the face of all this, what 
is to be done for the helpless blacks, to preserve them from 
starvation and ruin, as well as to protect ourselves from such 
a horde of semibarbarians let loose upon the public?

Shall the Government arm them•as  some have sug-
gested, and employ them against their masters? We think 
a Christian people could never think of such a thing. If our 
course is of such a nature, as to be necessary to resort to 
such means to forward it, it is high time for us to consider 
whether we ought not to abandon it at once. Shall the Gov-
ernment employ them in its forti‚ cations until the close of 
the war and then have them disposed of, paying the loyal 
men for their services? 3,000,000 or 4,000,000 will not be 
easily taken care of for that length of time.

Shall they be colonized in South Carolina•as  the 
[Marie• a] Intelligencer has suggested, making the whites 
their slaves•t hus making an independent nation of them? 
Or shall they be permi! ed to run at large, " ooding the entire 
North with a worthless set of paupers? • is would be a fatal 
step, both for their own interests as well as ours. • ey, when 
thus situated, would be a greater barrier to the prosecution 
of the war, than they would be were they at the disposal of 
the rebels. . . . Surely, this is a very inopportune time to have 
such a care, when our entire country is in a state ill prepared 
to supply the wants of our own poor citizens.

• i s will undoubtedly be a question for our State Leg-
islature, the coming winter. Some of the Western States 
have already legislated against their coming within their 
borders. It is very likely• the rest will be compelled to do 
the same thing.

S•€ •‚ƒ :
From the Marie• a Register, November 22, 1861, wri!  en by 

William Sco! ; reprinted in Ohio's War: ! e  Civil War in 
Documents, edited by Christine Dee (Athens: Ohio Uni-
versity Press, 2006), pp. 66±67.

Document 7: J•€• B•‚ ƒ•• '‚ L„… „†

John Boston  was a fugitive slave ! om Maryland  
who served in a Brooklyn regiment. In this le• er to 

his wife he expresses his gratitude for his successful 
escape to ! eedom as well as the pain caused by his 
separation ! om his family.

Upton Hil l [Va.] 
January the 12 1862

My Dear Wife  

it is with grate joy I take this time to let you know Whare I 
am  i am now in Safety in the 14th Regiment of Brooklyn  
this Day i can Adress you thank god as a free man  I had a 
li! le truble in giting away But as the lord led the Children 
of Isrel to the land of Canon So he led me to a land Whare 
fredom Will rain in spite Of earth and hell  Dear you must 
make your Self content i am free from al the Slavers Lash  
and as you have chose the Wise plan Of Serving the lord i 
hope you Will pray Much and i Will try by the help of god 
To Serv him With all my hart  I am With a very nice man 
and have All that hart Can Wish But My Dear I Cant ex-
press my grate desire that i Have to See you  i trust the time 
Will Come When We Shal meet again  And if We dont met 
on earth We Will Meet in heven Whare Jesas ranes  Dear 
Elizabeth tell Mrs Own[ees] • a t i trust that She Will Con-
tinue Her kindness to you and that god Will Bless her on 
earth and Save her In grate eternity  My Acomplements To 
Mrs Owens and her Children  may • ey Prosper through 
life  I never Shall forgit her kindness to me  Dear Wife i must 
Close  rest yourself Contented i am free  i Want you to rite 
To me Soon as you Can Without Delay  Direct your le! er to 
the 14th Reigment New york State malitia Uptons Hill Vir-
ginea In Care of Mr Cranford Comary  Write my Dear Soon 
As you C  Your A€ ectionate Husband  Kiss Daniel For me

John Boston
Give my love to Father and Mother

John Boston to Mrs. Elizabeth Boston, 12 Jan. 
1862, enclosed in Maj. Genl. Geo. B. McClellan to 
Hon. Edwin Stanton, 21 Jan. 1862, A-587 1862, Le! ers 
Received, ser. 12, Adjutant General's O#  ce, Record 
Group 94, National Archives. • e envelope is addressed, 
in a di€ erent handwriting, to ªMrs. Elizabeth Boston Care 
Mrs. Prescia Owen Owensville Post O#  ce Maryland.º

S•€ •‚ƒ :
Ira Berlin, Barbara J. Fields, Steven F. Miller, Joseph P. Reidy, 

and Leslie S. Rowland, eds. Free at Last: A Documentary 
History of Slavery, Freedom, and the Civil War (New York: 
New Press, 2007); <h! p :// www.history.umd.edu/Freed-
men/boston.htm> (accessed February 6, 2008).
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Document 8: S•€•‚ 'ƒ R„…†‡ ‡‚ Bˆ K„‰‡

• e  Civil War song ªSambo's Right to Be Kilt º was 
€ rst published in the New York Herald  in 1862. 
Writing under the pen name Private Miles O'Reilly, 
the author of the verse was Charles C. Halpine,  a 
sta!  o"  cer who served under the command of Gen-
eral David Hunter . In April of that year Hunter had 
issued a proclamation, initially overturned by Lin-
coln, # eeing the slaves of South Carolina , Georgia , 
and Florida  as well as enlisted black soldiers. Even 
when federal policy began to support Hunter's prac-
tices, many Northern whites were highly critical. 
Halpine's verse was an e! ort to defend Hunter's de-
cision; it countered the unease of many whites who 
believed that serving alongside black soldiers would 
demean them.

Some tell me 'tis a burnin' shame 
To make the naygers ! ght,
And that the trade of bein' kilt 
Belongs but to the white.
But as for me, upon my soul" 
So lib'ral are we here,
I'l l let Sambo be shot instead of myself 
On ev'ry day in the year.

Chorus:
On ev'ry day in the year, boys, 
And in ev'ry hour in the day,
# e  right to be kilt I'l l divide wid him, 
And devil a word I'l l say.

In ba$ le's wild commotion, 
I shouldn't at all object,
If Sambo's body should stop a ball 
# a t's coming for me direct;
And the prod of a Southern bagnet 
So ginerous are we here,
I'l l resign and let Sambo take it 
On every day in the year.

Chorus:
On ev'ry day in the year, boys, 
And wid none 'iv your nasty pride,

All my right in a Southern bagnet prod 
Wid Sambo I'll divide.

# e  men who object to Sambo 
Should take his place and ! ght;
And it's be$ er to have a nayger's hue 
# a n a liver that's wake and white.
# o ugh Sambo's black as the ace of spades, 
His ! ngers a trigger can pull,
And his eye runs straight on the barrel sight, 
From under his thatch of wool.

Chorus:
On ev'ry day in the year, boys, 
Don't think that I'm tippin' you cha% ,
# e  right to be kilt we'll divide with him, boys, 
And give him the largest half.

[bagnet=bayonet]

S•€ •‚ƒ :

• a nks to Benjamin Tubb of • e  Music of the American Civil 
War (1861±1865) <h! p:// www.civilwarpoetry.org/un ion/
songs/sambo.html>.

Document 9: T†ˆ D„ •!"  ‚# S•‰€‚$ P. C†• ƒˆ

• e  following is a series of excerpts # om the diary 
of Salmon P.  Chase # om July 1862. At the time, 
Chase was secretary of the treasury. Chase's entries 
shed light on the federal government's shi$ ing at-
titudes toward arming A# ican Americans.

Monday, July 21, 1862

. . . I received a notice to a$ end a Cabinet meeting, at 10 
o'clock. It has been so long since any consultation has been 
held that it struck me as a novelty.

I went at the appointed hour, and found that the Presi-
dent had been profoundly concerned at the present aspect 
of a% airs, and had determined to take some de! nitive steps 
in respect to military action and slavery. He had prepared 
several Orders, the ! rst of which contemplated authority 
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to Commanders to subsist their troups in the hostile ter-
ritory•th e second, authority to employ negroes as labor-
ers•th e third requiring that both in the case of property 
taken and of negroes employed, accounts should be kept 
with such degrees of certainty as would enable compen-
sation to made in proper cases•an other provided for the 
colonization of negroes in some tropical country.

A good deal of discussion took place on these points. 
€ e  • rst Order was universally approved. € e second was 
approved entirely; and the third, by all except myself.  I 
doubted the expedience of a‚ empting to keep accounts 
for the bene• t of the inhabitants of rebel States. € e Colo-
nization project was not much discussed.

Tuesday, July 22, 1862

Went to Cabinet at the appointed hour. It was unanimously 
agreed that the Order in respect to Colonization should be 
dropped; and the other were adopted unanimously, except 
that I wished North Carolina included among the States 
named in the • rst order.

€ e  question of arming slaves was then brought up 
and I advocated it warmly. € e President was unwilling 
to adopt this measure, but proposed to issue a proclama-
tion, on the basis of the Con• scation Bill, calling upon 
the States to return their allegiance•w arning the reb-
els the provisions of the Act would have full force at the 
expiration of sixty days•ad ding, on his own part, a 
declaration of his intention to renew, at the next session 
of Congress, his recommendation of compensation to 
States adopting the gradual abolishment of slavery•a nd 
proclaiming the emancipation of all slaves within States 
remaining in insurrection on the • rst of January, 1863.

I said that I should give to such a measure my cordial 
support; but I should prefer that no new expression on the 
subject of compensation should be made, and I thought that 
the measure of Emancipation could be much be‚ er and more 
quietly accomplished by allowing Generals to organize and 
arm the slaves (thus avoiding depredation and massacre on 
the one hand, and support to the insurrection on the other) 
and by directing the Commanders of Departments to pro-
claim emancipation within their Districts as soon as practi-
cable; but I regarded this as so much be‚ er than inaction on 
the subject, that I should give it my entire support.

€ e  President determined to publish the • rst three 
Orders forthwith, and to leave the other for some further 
consideration. € e  impression leƒ  upon my mind by the 
whole discussion was, that while the President thought 
that the organization, equipment and arming of negroes, 

like other soldiers, would be productive of more evil 
than good, he was not willing that Commanders should, 
at their discretion, arm, for purely defensive purposes, 
slaves coming within their line.

Sunday, August 3

. . . I received a summons to a Cabinet meeting.

€ e re was a good deal of conversation on the con-
nection of the Slavery question with the rebellion. I ex-
pressed my conviction for the tenth or twentieth time, 
that the time for the suppression of the rebellion without 
interference with slavery had passed; that it was possible, 
probably, at the outset, by striking the insurrectionists 
wherever found, strongly and decisively; but we had 
elected to act on the principles of a civil war, in the which 
the whole population of every seceding state was engaged 
against the Federal Government, instead of treating the 
active secessionists as insurgents and exerting our ut-
most energies for their arrest and punishment;•t hat the 
bi‚ erness of the con! i ct had now substantially united 
the white population of the rebel states against us;•th at 
the loyal whites remaining, if they would not prefer the 
Union without Slavery, certainly would not prefer Slav-
ery to the Union; that the blacks were really only the 
loyal population worth counting; and that, in the Gulf 
States at least, their right to Freedom ought to be at once 
recognized, while, in the Border States, the President's 
plan of emancipation might be made the basis of the 
necessary measures for their enfranchisement;•th at 
the practical mode of e" ecting this seemed to me quite 
simple;•t hat the President had already spoken of the 
importance of making of the freed blacks on the Missis-
sippi, below Tennessee, a safeguard to the navigation of 
the river;•t hat Mitchell, with a few thousand soldiers, 
could take Vicksburgh;•a ssure the blacks freedom on 
condition of loyalty; organize the best of them in compa-
nies, regiments etc. and provide, as far as practicable for 
the cultivation of the plantations by the rest;• that But-
ler should signify to the slaveholders of Louisiana that 
they must recognize the freedom of their workpeople 
by paying them wages;•an d that Hunter should do the 
same thing in South-Carolina.

Mr. Seward expressed himself as in favor of any mea-
sures likely to accomplish the results I contemplated, which 
could be carried into e" ect without Proclamations; and 
the President said he was pre‚ y well cured of objections 
to any measure except want of adaptedness to put down 
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the rebellion; but did not seem satis• ed that the time had 
come for the adoption of such a plan as I had proposed.

S•€•‚ƒ :
From ªDiary and Correspondence of Salmon P. Chase,º Ameri-

can Historical Association, Annual Report for the Year 
1902, 2 volumes (Washington, D.C.: Government Print-
ing O!  ce, 1903); reprinted in Lincoln on Black and White: 
A Documentary History, edited by Arthur Zilversmit 
(Malabar, Fla.: Krieger, 2000 [1971]),  pp. 91±94.

Document 10: N•€•‚  S‚ ƒ„…••†  ‚‡ D ˆ‰Š

• e  following article € om the New-York Tribune 
on February 11, 1863, praises the courage of a black 
South Carolina  regiment a! er a successful raiding 
expedition into St. Mary's, Georgia . • is le" er, writ-
ten by a white author, a" empted to counter public 
concerns over the e#  cacy of black combatants.

! e  bravery and good conduct of the regiment more than 
equaled the high anticipation of its commander. ! e men 
were repeatedly under • re, were opposed by infantry, cav-
alry, and artillery, fought on board of a steamer exposed to 
heavy musketry from the back of a narrow river"were  tried 
in all ways, and came o#  invariably with honor and success. 
! e y brought away property to a large amount, capturing 
also a cannon and a $ ag, which the Colonel asks leave to keep 
for the regiment, and which he and they have fairly won. 

It will not need many such reports as this"an d 
there have been several before it"to  shake our inveter-
ate Saxon prejudice against the capacity and courage of 
negro troops. . . . No o%  cer who has commanded black 
troops had yet reported against them. ! ey are tried in 
the most unfavorable and di%  cult circumstances, but 
never fail. When shall we learn to use the full strength of 
our formidable ally who is only waiting for a summons to 
rally under the $ ag of the Union?

Col. Higginson says: ªNo o%  cer in this regiment now 
doubts that the key to the successful prosecution of this 
war lies in the unlimited employment of black troops.º !  e 
remark is true in a military sense, and it has a stil l deeper 
political signi• cance. When Hunter has sca& ered 50,000 
muskets among the negroes of the Carolinas, and Butler 
has organized the 100,000 or 200,000 blacks for whom he 

may perhaps shortly carry arms to New Orleans, the pos-
sibility of restoring the Union as it was, with Slavery again 
its dominant power, will be seen to have • nally passed 
away. ! e negro is indeed the key to our success.

S•€ •‚ƒ :
Published by an anonymous author in the New-York Tribune, 

February 11, 1863; republished in ! e  Civil War: Primary 
Documents on Events " om 1860 to 1865, edited by Ford 
Risely (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2004), pp. 
203±204.

Document 11: C. B. W…ƒ„••' † T•†‰…!‚‡ Š

Captain C. B. Wilder,  the superintendent of con-
traband at Fort Monroe , testi$ ed regarding the 
actions of fugitive slaves, o#  cially deemed ªcontra-
bands,º before the American Freedmen's Inquiry 
Commission  on May 9, 1863. Over the course of 
the Civil War, hundreds of thousands of slaves lib-
erated themselves and % ed to Union lines. Slaves 
had liberated themselves in large numbers during 
earlier con% icts as well; while some former slaves 
served alongside other Americans during the Revo-
lutionary War  and the War of 1812 , others took 
the opportunity a& orded by the uprisings to per-
manently % ee slavery and rese" le in the Caribbean  
and Canada .

May 9, 1863.
Question: How many of the people called contra-

bands, have come under your observation?
Answer: Some 10,000 have come under our control, 

to be fed in part, and clothed in part, but I cannot speak 
accurately in regard to the number. ! i s is the rendezvous. 
! e y come here from all about, from Richmond and 200 
miles o#  in North Carolina. ! ere was one gang that start-
ed from Richmond 23 strong and only 3 got through.

Q: In your opinion, is there any communication be-
tween the refugees and the black men still in slavery?

A: Yes Sir, we have had men here who have gone back 
200 miles.

Q: In your opinion would a change in our policy 
which would cause them to be treated with fairness, their 
wages punctually paid and employment furnished them 

  



178 The Civil War Era: 1861±1865

in the army, become known and would it have any e• ect 
upon others in slavery?

A: Yes!"  ousands upon " ousands. I went to Su• olk 
a short time ago to enquire into the state of things there!
for I found I could not get any foot hold to make things work 
there, through the Commanding General, and I went to the 
Provost Marshall and all hands!an d the colored people 
actually sent a deputation to me one morning before I was 
up to know if we put black men in irons and sent them o•  to 
Cuba to be sold or set them at work and put balls on their 
legs and whipped them, just as in slavery; because that was 
the story up there, and they were frightened and didn't know 
what to do. When I got at the feelings of these people I found 
they were not afraid of the slaveholders. " e y said there 
was nobody on the plantations but women and they were 
not afraid of them One woman came through 200 miles in 
Men's clothes. " e  most valuable information we received 
in regard to the Merrimack and the operations of the rebels 
came from the colored people and they got no credit for it. 
I found hundreds who had le#  their wives and families be-
hind. I asked them ªWhy did you come away and leave them 
there?º and I found they had heard these stories, and wanted 
to come and see how it was. ªI am going back again a# er my 
wifeº some of them have said ªWhen I have earned a li$ le 
moneyº  ªWhat as far as that?º ªYesº  and I have had them 
come to me to borrow money, or to get their pay, if they had 
earned a months wages, and to get passes. ªI am going for 
my familyº they say. ªAre you not afraid to risk it?º ªNo I 
know the Wayº Colored men will help colored men and they 
will work along the by paths and get through. In that way I 
have known quite a number who have gone up from time 
to time in the neighborhood of Richmond and several have 
brought back their families; some I have never heard from. 
As I was saying they do not feel afraid now. " e  white people 
have nearly all gone, the blood hounds are not there now to 
hunt them and they are not afraid, before they were afraid 
to stir. " e re are hundreds of negroes at Williamsburgh 
with their families working for nothing. " ey would not get 
pay here and they had rather stay where they are. ªWe are 
not afraid of being carried backº a great many have told us 
and ªif we are, we can get away again.º Now that they are 
ge$ ing their eyes open they are coming in. Fi# y came this 
morning from Yorktown who followed Stoneman's Cavalry 
when they returned from their raid. " e  o%  cers reported 
to their Quartermaster that they had so many horses and 
& # y or sixty negroes. ªWhat did you bring them forº  ªWhy 
they followed us and we could not stop them.º I asked one of 
the men about it and he said they would leave their work in 
the & eld as soon as they found the Soldiers were Union men 

and follow them sometimes without hat or coat. " e y would 
take best horse they could get and every where they rode 
they would take fresh horses, leave the old ones and follow 
on and so they came in. I have questioned a great many of 
them and they do not feel much afraid; and there are a great 
many courageous fellows who have come from long dis-
tances in rebeldom. Some men who came here from North 
Carolina, knew all about the [Emancipation] Proclamma-
tion and they started on the belief in it; but they had heard 
these stories and they wanted to know how it was. Well, I 
gave them the evidence and I have no doubt their friends 
will hear of it. Within the last two or three months the rebel 
guards have been doubled on the line and the o%  cers and 
privates of the 99th New York between Norfolk and Su• olk 
have caught hundreds of fugitives and got pay for them.

Q: Do I understand you to say that a great many who 
have escaped have been sent back?

A: Yes Sir, " e masters will come in to Su• olk in the 
day time and with the help of some of the 99th carry o•  
their fugitives and by and by smuggle them across the 
lines and the soldier will get his (20. or (50.

S!" #$%:
Published in Freedom: Volume 1, Series 1: •  e Destruction of Slav-

ery: A Documentary History of Emancipation, 1861±1867, 
edited by Ira Berlin and others (Cambridge University 
Press, 1986), pp. 88±90; • e  Freedmen and Southern Society 
Project, University of Maryland <h! p:// www.history.umd.
edu/Fr eedmen/w ilder.htm> (accessed January 12, 2008). 

Document 12: L•€ • • ‚• ƒ„ E…†‡ˆ S‰•Š‹Œ•

In his le! er to a recruiter of A" ican American troops 
in Louisiana , a white Union o#  cer, Elias Strunke,  
describes the valor of black soldiers, many of whom 
were former slaves, at  Port Hudson, Louisiana . 
Strunke's le! er challenged the common charge by 
whites that black soldiers would not $ ght. 

Baton Rouge [La.]  
May 29th/63.

General. 

feeling deeply interested in the cause which you have es-
poused, I take the liberty to transmit the following con-
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cerning the colored Troops engaged in the recent ba• l es 
at Port Hudson.

I have arrived here the evening of the 26th Inst, was 
mustered and reported to Maj. Tucker for duty€

During the night I heard heavy connonadeing at 
Port Hudson. Early next morning I obtained permis-
sion and went to the front. But so much was detained, 
I did not reach our  lines until the • ghting for the day 
had nearly ceased€ ‚ e re being no renewal of the en-
gagement the following day€I engaged in removing 
and administering to the wounded, gathering meantime 
as much information as possible concerning the ba• le 
and the conduct of our Troops. My anxiety was to learn 
all I could concerning the Bravery of the Colored Reg. 
engaged, for their good conduct and bravery would add 
to your undertakings and make more popular the move-
ment. Not that I am afraid to meet unpopular doctrines, 
for I am not. But that we may show our full strength. the 
cause should be one of general sanction.

I have ever believed, from my idea of those traits of 
character which I deemed necessary to make a good sol-
dier, together with their history, that in them we should 
• nd those characteristics necessary, for an eƒ ective army. 
And I rejoice to learn, in the late engagements the fact is 
established beyond a doubt.

‚ e  following is (in substance) a statement person-
ally made to me, by 1st Lt. Co. F. 1st R[egiment]. La. Na-
tive Guard who was wounded during the engagement.

ªWe went into action about 6. „.…. and was under 
• re most of the time until sunset.

‚ e  very • rst thing a† er forming line of ba• l e we 
were ordered to charge€My  Co. was apparently brave. 
Yet they are mostly contrabands, and I must say I en-
tertained some fears as to their pluck. But I have now 
none€‚  e moment the order was given, they entered 
upon its execution. Valiantly did the heroic decendants 
of Africa move forward cool as if Marshaled for dress 
parade, under a most murderous • re from the enemies 
guns, until we reached the main ditch which surrounds 
the Fort. • nding it impassible we retreated under or-
ders to the woods and deployed as skirmishes€I n the 
charge we lost our Capt. and Colored sergeant, the la• er 
fell wraped in the ‡ ag he had so gallantly borne€ Alone 
we held our position until 12. o'clock when we were 
relieved€

At two o'clock P.M. we were again ordered to the front 
where we made two separate charges each in the face of a 
heavy • re from the enemies Ba• ery of seven guns€w hose 
destructive • re would have confuse and almost disorga-

nized the bravest troops. But these men did not swerve, or 
cowardice. I have been in several engagements, and I never 
before beheld such coolness and daring€

‚ e ir gallantry entit les them to a special praise. And 
I already observe, the sneers of others are being tempered 
to eulogy€

It is pleasant to learn these things, and it must be 
indeed gratifying to the General to know that his army 
will be composed of men of almost unequaled coolness 
& bravery€  

‚ e  men of our Reg. are very ready in learning the 
drills, and the o!  c ers have every con• dence in their be-
coming excellent soldiers.

Assuring you that I will always, both as an o!  c er of 
the U.S. Army and as a man, endeavor to faithfully & fully 
discharge the duties of my o!  ce, I am happy to Subscribe 
Myself, Very Respectfully, Your Most Obt. Servt,

ALS
Elias D. Strunke

S•€ •‚ƒ :

Ira Berlin, et al., eds., Freedom's Soldiers: A Documentary His-
tory (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), pp. 
94±96.

Document 13: H• €€•‚ƒ  T„ …†•‡

• i s July 10, 1863, Boston Commonwealth  article 
describes a successful raid led by Harriet Tubman  
in June 1863. In addition to her work during the 
Civil War as a Union nurse, spy, courier, and scout, 
Tubman became the ! rst American woman to com-
mand an armed military raid when she guided 
Colonel James Montgomery  and the Second South 
Carolina Volunteers  up the Combahee River . 

Col. Montgomery and his gallant band of 300 black 
soldiers, under the guidance of a black woman, dashed 
into the enemy's country, struck a bold and effective 
blow, destroying mill ions of dollars worth of commis-
sary stores, cotton and lordly dwellings, and striking 
terror into the heart of rebeldom, brought off near 800 
slaves and thousands of dollars worth of property, with-
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out losing a man or receiving a scratch. It was a glorious 
consummation. 

A• er they were all fairly well disposed of in the 
Beaufort charge, they were addressed in strains of thrill-
ing eloquence by their gallant deliverer, to which they 
responded in a song. ª€ e re is a white robe for thee,º a 
song so appropriate and so heartfelt and cordial as to 
bring unbidden tears. 

€ e  Colonel was followed by a speech from the black 
woman, who led the raid and under whose inspiration it 
was originated and conducted. For sound sense and real 
native eloquence, her address would do honor to any 
man, and it created a great sensation. . . .  

Since the rebellion she had devoted herself to her 
great work of delivering the bondman, with an energy 
and sagacity that cannot be exceeded. Many and many 
times she has penetrated the enemy's lines and discov-
ered their situation and condition, and escaped without 
injury, but not without extreme hazard.

S•€ •‚ƒ :
Boston Commonwealth, number 45, July 10, 1863.

Document 14: L•€•‚ ƒ€'„ L…† …‡ ˆ‚ H •„ C‡•ˆ•• „

President Abraham Lincoln 's le• er addressing critics 
in Illinois regarding his policy of arming black troops 
was published in the Richmond Daily Dispatch  on 
September 7, 1863. His description of the policy's re-
sounding success illustrates a dramatic change in his 
a• itude toward arming A! ican Americans.

September 7, 1863
Richmond Dispatch
Latest from the North
Le! er from Lincoln"h ow and when peace is to be ob-
tained"th e Enlistment of negro troops.

Executive Mansion, Washington, August 26. 
Hon. James E. Conkling: 

My Dear Sir

"Yo ur le! er inviting me to a! end a mass meeting of 
unconditional Union men, to be held at the Capitol of 

Ill inois on the 3d day of September, has been received. 
It would be very agreeable to me to thus meet my old 
friends at my own home, but I cannot just now be absent 
from this city so long as a visit there would require.

€ e  meeting is to be of all those who maintain uncondi-
tional devotion to the Union, and I am sure my old political 
friends will thank me for tendering, as I do, the nation's grat-
itude to those other noble men whom no partisan malice or 
partisan hope can make false to the nation's life. € e y are 
those who are dissatis# ed with me. To such I would say: You 
desire peace, and you blame me that we do not have it. But 
how can we obtain it? € e re are but three conceivable ways. 
First, to suppress the rebellion by force of arms. € is I am 
trying to do. Are you for it? If you are, so far we are agreed. If 
you are not for it, we are not agreed.

A second way is to give up the Union. I am against 
this. If you are, you should say so plainly. If you are not 
for force, nor yet for dissolution, there only remains some 
imaginary compromises. I do not believe that any com-
promises embracing the maintenance of the Union is now 
possible. All that I learn leads to directly the opposite 
belief. € e strength of the rebellion is its military"i ts 
army. € a t army dominates all the country and all the 
people within its range. Any o$ er of terms made by any 
man or men within that range, in opposition to that army 
is simply nothing, for the present, because such man or 
men have no power whatever to enforce their side of the 
compromise, if one were made with them.

To illustrate: Suppose a refugee from the South and 
the peace men of the North get together and frame and 
proclaim a compromise embracing the restoration of the 
Union, in what way can that compromise be used to keep 
Gen. Lee's army out of Pennsylvania? Gen. Meade's army 
can keep Lee's army out of Pennsylvania, and I think can 
ultimately drive it out of existence, but no paper compro-
mise to which the controllers of Gen. Lee's army are not 
agreed can at all a$ ect that army. In an e$ ort at such com-
promise we would waste time which the enemy would 
improve to our disadvantage, and that would be all.

A compromise, to be e$ ective, must be made either 
with those who control the army or with the people # rst 
liberated from the domination of that army by the success 
of our army. Now, allow me to assure you that no word or 
intimation from the rebel army, or from any of the men 
controlling it, in relation to any peace compromise has ever 
come to my knowledge or belief. All charges or intimations 
to the contrary are deceptive and groundless, and I promise 
you that if any such proposition shall herea• er come it shall 
not be rejected and kept secret from you.
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I freely acknowledge myself to be the servant of the 
people according to the bond of service•th e United States 
Constitution•an d that as such I am responsible to them. 
But, to be plain, you are dissatis€ ed with me about the ne-
gro. Quite likely there is a di• erence of opinion between 
you and myself upon that subject. I certainly wish that all 
men could be free, while you, I suppose, do not. Yet, I have 
neither adopted nor proposed any measure which is not 
consistent with even your views, provided you are for the 
Union. I suggested compensated emancipation, to which 
you replied that you wished not to be taxed to buy negroes. 
But I had not asked you to be taxed to buy negroes, except in 
such a way as to save you from greater taxation, to save the 
Union exclusively by other means. You dislike the eman-
cipation proclamation, and, perhaps, you want to have it 
retracted. You say it is unconstitutional. I think di• erently. 
I think that the Constitution invests its Commander-in-
Chief with the law of war in time of war. ‚ e  most that can 
be said•i f so much • i s that slaves are property. Is there, 
has there ever been, any question that by the law of war the 
property both of enemies and friends may be taken when 
needed? And is it not needed whenever taken it helps us or 
hurts the enemy? Armies, the world over, destroy the ene-
my's property when they cannot use it, and even destroy 
their own to keep it from the enemy. Civilized belligerents 
do all in their power to help themselves or hurt the enemy, 
except a few things recorded as barbarous or cruel. Among 
the exceptions are the massacre of vanquished foes and 
non-combatants, male and female.

But the proclamation as a law is valid or is not valid. 
If it is not valid it needs no retraction. If it is valid it can-
not be retracted any more than the dead can be brought 
to life. Some of you profess to think that its retraction 
would operate favorably for the Union. Why beƒ er af-
ter the retraction than before the issue? ‚ ere was more 
than a year and a half for trial to suppress the rebellion 
before the proclamation was issued, the last one hundred 
days of which passed under explicit notice it was com-
ing unless averted by those in revolt returning to their 
allegiance.

‚ e  war has certainly progressed as favorably for us 
since the issue of the proclamation as before. I know, as 
fully as one can know the opinions of others, that some of 
the commanders of our armies in the € eld who have given 
us our most important victories, believe that the emancipa-
tion policy and the aid of the colored troops constitutes the 
heaviest blows yet dealt to the rebellion; and that at least one 
of those important successes could not have been achieved 
when it was, but for the aid of the black soldiers.

Among the commanders holding these views are 
some who have never had any a!  nity with what is called 
Abolit ionism, or with Republican party polities, but who 
hold them purely as military opinions. I submit their 
opinions as being entitled to some weight against the ob-
jections o" en urged that emancipation and the arming of 
the blacks are unwise as military measures, and were not 
adopted as such in good faith.

You say that you will not € ght to free negroes. Some 
of them seem to be will ing to € ght for you; but no maƒ er, 
€ ght you, then, exclusively to save the Union. I issued the 
proclamation on purpose to aid you in saving the Union. 
Whenever you shall have conquered all resistance to the 
Union, if I shall urge you to continue € ghting, it will be 
an apt time then for you to declare that you will not € ght 
to free negroes.

I thought that in your struggle for the Union, to 
whatever extent the negro should cease helping the en-
emy, to that extent it weakens the enemy in his resistance 
to you. Do you think di• erently? I thought that whatever 
negroes can be got to do as soldiers, leaves just so much 
less for white soldiers to do in saving the Union.

Does it appear otherwise to you? But negroes, like 
other people, act upon motives. Why should they do any-
thing for us if we will do nothing for them? If they stake 
their lives for us they must be prompted by the strongest 
motive, even the promise of freedom; and the promise 
being made must be kept.

‚ e  signs look beƒ er. ‚  e Father of Waters again 
goes unvexed to the sea; thanks to the great Northwest 
for it; nor yet wholly to them. ‚  ree hundred miles up 
they met New England, the Empire, Keystone, and New 
Jersey showing their way right and le" . ‚  e Sunny South, 
too, in more colors than ours, also lent a hand on the 
spot. ‚ e ir part of history was joƒ ed down in black and 
white. ‚ e poet was a great national one, and let none be 
banned who bore an honest part in it; while those who 
have cleared the great river may well be proud.

Even that is not all. It is hard to say that anything has 
been more bravely and beƒ er done than at Antietam, Mur-
freesboro', Geƒ ysburg, and on many € elds of less note.

Nor must Uncle Sam's noble # eet be forgoƒ en. At all 
the water's margins they have been present. Not only on 
the deep sea, the broad bay, the rapid river, but also up 
the narrow, muddy bayon, and wherever the ground was 
a liƒ le damp, they have been and made their tracks.

‚ a nks to all, for the great Republic, for the prin-
ciples by which it lives and keeps alive for man's vast fu-
ture$ ‚ a nks to all$
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Peace does not appear so distant as it did. I hope it will 
come soon, come to stay, and so come as to be worth the 
keeping in all future time. It will then have been proved that 
among freemen there can be no successful appeal from the 
ballot to the bullet, and that they who take such an appeal 
are sure to lose their case and pay the cost; and then there 
will be some black men who can remember that, with silent 
tongues, and clenched teeth, and steady eye, and well poised 
bayonet, they have helped mankind on to this great consum-
mation, while I fear that there will be some white men un-
able to forget that with malignant heart and deceitful speech 
they have to hinder it.•S till, let us not be over sangume of 
a speedy and € nal triumph. Let us be quite sober, let us dili-
gently apply the means, never doubting that a just God, in his 
own good time, will give us the rightful result.

Yours, very truly,
A. Lincoln.

S•€ •‚ƒ :
Abraham Lincoln. • e  Daily Dispatch, September 7, 1863; • e  

Richmond Daily Dispatch, University of Richmond Librar-
ies <h! p :// dlxs.richmond.edu/cgi/t/t ext/te xt-idx?c=ddr;
cc=ddr;view=text;idno=ddr0882.0025.058;rgn=div4;no
de=ddr0882.0025.058%3A3.2.1.1> (accessed December 
12, 2007). 

Document 15: L•€ • • ‚• ƒ„ J…„•† H•‡ •ˆ Gƒƒ‰Š‡‹

A• ican American Corporal James Henry  Gooding 
wrote this le€ er on September 28, 1863, to the presi-
dent on behalf of the Massachuse€ s Fi• y-fourth  to 
protest racial disparity in soldiers' pay. His is but one of 
several such le€ ers of protest. ‚ e  soldiers also protested 
the injustice by refusing to accept the substandard wag-
es. Note the distinction Gooding makes here between 
black • eemen and former slaves and his invocation of 
Lincoln's Order of Retaliation  to support his case.

Morris Island [S.C.]. 
Sept 28th 1863.

Your Excelency will pardon the presumtion of an hum-
ble individual like myself, in addressing you. but the 
earnest Solicitation of my Comrades in Arms, besides 
the genuine interest felt by myself in the ma! er is my ex-

cuse, for placing before the Executive head of the Nation 
our Common Grievance: On the 6th of the last Month, 
the Paymaster of the department, informed us, that if we 
would decide to recieve the sum of $10 (ten dollars) per 
month, he would come and pay us that sum, but, that, on 
the si! i ng of Congress, the Regt would, in his opinion, 
be allowed the other 3 (three.) He did not give us any 
guarantee that this would be, as he hoped, certainly he 
had no authority for making any such guarantee, and 
we can not supose him acting in any way interested. 
Now the main question is. Are we Soldiers, or are we 
LABOURERS. We are fully armed, and equipped, have 
done all the various Duties, pertaining to a Soldiers life, 
have conducted ourselves, to the complete satisfaction 
of General O"  c ers, who, were if any, prejudiced against 
us, but who now accord us all the encouragement, and 
honour due us: have shared the perils, and Labour, of 
Reducing the € rst stronghold, that # aunted a Traitor 
Flag: and more, Mr President. Today, the Anglo Saxon 
Mother, Wife, or Sister, are not alone, in tears for depart-
ed Sons, Husbands, and Brothers. % e patient Trusting 
Decendants of Africs Clime, have dyed the ground with 
blood, in defense of the Union, and Democracy. Men 
too your Excellency, who know in a measure, the cruel-
ties of the Iron heel of oppression, which in years gone 
by, the very Power, their blood is now being spilled to 
maintain, ever ground them to the dust. But When the 
war trumpet sounded o'er the land, when men knew not 
the Friend from the Traitor, the Black man laid his life 
at the Altar of the Nation,•an d he was refused. When 
the arms of the Union, were beaten, in the € rst year of 
the War, And the Executive called more food. for its rav-
aging maw, again the black man begged, the privelege 
of Aiding his Country in her need, to be again refused, 
And now, he is in the War: and how has he conducted 
himself? Let their dusky forms, rise up, out the mires of 
James Island, and give the answer. Let the rich mould 
around Wagners parapets be upturned, and there will be 
found an Eloquent answer. Obedient and patient, and 
Solid as a wall are they. all we lack, is a paler hue, and a 
be! er acquaintance with the Alphabet. Now Your Ex-
cellency, We have done a Soldiers Duty. Why cant we 
have a Soldiers pay? You caution the Rebel Chie& ain, 
that the United States, knows, no distinction, in her Sol-
diers: She insists on having all her Soldiers, of whatever, 
creed or Color, to be treated, according to the usages 
of War. Now if the United States exacts uniformity of 
treatment of her Soldiers, from the Insurgents, would it 
not be well, and consistent, to set the example herself, by 
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paying all her Soldiers alike? We of this Regt. were not 
enlisted under any ªcontrabandº act. But we do not wish 
to be understood, as rating our Service, of more Value to 
the Government, than the service of the exslave, • eir 
Service is undoubtedly worth much to the Nation, but 
Congress made express, provision touching their case, 
as slaves freed by military necessity, and assuming the 
Government, to be their temporary Gaurdian:€ Not 
so with us€F reemen by birth, and consequently, hav-
ing the advantage of thinking, and acting for ourselves, 
so far as the Laws would allow us. We do not consider 
ourselves • t subjects for the Contraband act. We appeal 
to You, Sir: as the Executive of the Nation, to have us 
Justly Dealt with. • e Regt, do pray, that they be as-
sured their service will be fairly appreciated, by paying 
them as american SOLDIERS, not as menial hierlings. 
Black men You may well know, are poor, three dollars 
per month, for a year, will suply their needy Wives, and 
li‚  le ones, with fuel. If you, as chief Magistrate of the 
Nation, will assure us, of our whole pay. We are content, 
our Patriotism, our enthusiasm will have a new impetus, 
to exert our energy more and more to aid Our Country. 
Not that our hearts ever ƒ agged, in Devotion, spite the 
evident apathy displayed in our behalf, but We feel as 
though, our Country spurned us, now we are sworn to 
serve her.

Please give this a moments a‚ ention
James Henry Gooding

S•€ •‚ƒ :
Ira Berlin, et al., eds. Freedom's Soldiers: •  e Black Mil itary Expe-

rience in the Civil War (Cambridge University Press, 1998), 
pp. 114±116; • e  Freedmen and Southern Society Project, 
University of Maryland <h! p://www.history.umd.edu/
Freedmen/gooding.htm> (accessed January 12, 2008).

Document 16: T• € O•‚ƒ„ …† ‡…  ̂ƒ• €
B‰‚Š‹ R€Œ„•€ †ƒ

• i s New York Times  article ! om March 7, 1864, 
makes a stark comparison between the assault on 
A! ican Americans during the New York City Dra"  
Riots  in July 1863 and the city's reception of black 
troops eight months later, in March 1864. During 
the Dra"  Riots , numerous white residents of New 

York City , many of whom were of Irish descent, grew 
violent in response to Lincoln's issuing the Enroll-
ment Act of Conscription  (which permi# ed exemp-
tions for wealthier Americans), and many made 
A! ican Americans their target. • e author here 
contrasts the violence that A! ican Americans met 
with during the riots with the exaltation of black 
soldiers months later. In some respects the author 
is correct to recognize the arming of black soldiers 
as a ªrevolutionº signaling the beginning of A! ican 
American social equality and citizenship; however, 
in light of the persistence of racial discrimination 
a" er the Civil War, the claims may seem overly op-
timistic in retrospect.

• e re has been no more striking manifestation of the 
marvelous times that are upon us than the scene in our 
streets at the departure of the • rst of our colored regi-
ments. Had any man predicted it last year he would been 
thought a fool, even by the wisest and most discerning. 
History abounds with strange contrasts. It always has 
been an ever-shi! ing melo-drama. But never, in this land 
at least, has it presented a transition so extreme and yet 
so speedy as what our eyes have just beheld.

  Eight months ago the African race in this City were 
literally hunted down like wild beasts. • ey ƒ ed for their 
lives. When caught, they were shot down in cold blood, 
or stoned to death, or hung to the trees or the lamp-posts. 
• e ir houses were pillaged; the asylum which Christian 
charity had provided for their orphaned children was 
burned; and there was no limit to the persecution but in 
the physical impossibility of • nding further material on 
which the mob could wreak its ruthless hate. Nor was it 
solely the raging horde in the streets that visited upon 
the black man the nefarious wrong. • ousands and tens 
of thousands of men of higher social grade, of be‚ er 
education, cherished precisely the same spirit. It found 
expression in the contumelious speech rather than in the 
violent act, but it was persecution none the less for that. 
In fact the mob would never have entered upon that ca-
reer of outrage but for the fact that it was • red and mad-
dened by the prejudice which had been generated by the 
ruling inƒ uences, civil and social, here in New York, till 
it had enveloped the City like some infernal atmosphere. 
• e  physical outrages which were inƒ icted on the black 
race in those terrible days were but the outburst of ma-
lignant agencies which had been transfusing the whole 
community from top to bo‚ om, year a! er year.
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  How astonishingly has all this been changed! •  e 
same men who could not have shown themselves in the 
most obscure street in the City without peril or instant 
death, even though in the most suppliant a€ itude, now 
march in solid platoons, with shouldered muskets, slung 
knapsacks, and buckled cartridge-boxes down through 
our gayest avenues and our busiest thoroughfares to the 
pealing strains of martial music, and are everywhere sa-
luted with waving handkerchiefs, with descending • ow-
ers, and with the acclimations and plaudits of countless 
beholders. • ey are halted at our most beautiful square, 
and, amid an admiring crowd, in the presence of many 
of our prominent citizens, are addressed in an eloquent 
and most complementary speech by the President of our 
chief literary institution, and are presented with a gor-
geous stand of colors in the name of a large number of the 
‚ r st ladies of the City, who a€ est on parchment, signed 
by their own fair hands, that they ªwill anxiously watch 
your career, glorying in your heroism, ministering to you 
when wounded and ill, and honoring your martyrdom 
with benedictions and tears.º 

  It is only by such occasions that we can at all realize 
the prodigious revolution which the public mind every-
where is experiencing. Such developments are infallible 
tokens of a new epoch.

S•€ •‚ƒ :

New York Times, March 7, 1864.

Document 17: L•€ • • ‚• ƒ„ Cƒ…ƒ†• …
C. T. T•ƒ ‡ˆ•‰Š‹•

Under the command of General David Hunter,  
Charles Taylor  Trowbridge served as the white cap-
tain of the First South Carolina Volunteer Infantry . 
His response here on April 7, 1902, to the manu-
script of Susie King  Taylor con• rms her account and 
acknowledges her service as an army nurse despite 
the failure of o€  cial recognition, pay, or pension. 
Taylor, a slave during her childhood, had a• ended 
secret schools in Savannah, Georgia , in an era when 
it was illegal for a slave to do so. Her education made 
her a valuable asset to the Union army. 

St. Paul, Minn., 
April 7, 1902.
Mrs. Susan King Taylor:

Dear Madam,

"• e manuscript of the story of your army life reached 
me to-day. I have read it with much care and interest, and I 
most willingly and cordially indorse it as a truthful account 
of your unsel‚ sh devotion and service through more than 
three long years of war in which the 33d Regiment bore a 
conspicuous part in the great con• ict for human liberty 
and the restoration of the Union. I most sincerely regret 
that through a technicality you are debarred from having 
your name placed on the roll of pensioners, as an Army 
Nurse; for among all the number of heroic women whom 
the government is now rewarding, I know of no one more 
deserving than yourself.

Yours in F. C.&L.,
C. T. Trowbridge,
Late Lt.-Col. 33d U. S. C. T.

S•€ •‚ƒ :

From Reminiscences of My Life in Camp with the 33D United 
States Colored Troops Late 1st S.C. Volunteers, wri! en 
by Susie King Taylor (Boston: Published by the author, 
1902); Documenting the American South, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill <h! p :// docsouth.unc.edu/
neh/taylorsu/taylorsu.html> (accessed January 12, 2008).
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Berlin, Ira, Joseph Reidy, and Leslie S. Rowland. Freedom's Sol-
diers: ! e Black Mili tary Experience in the Civil War. Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998"#  e editors 
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riences and impact of black soldiers and sailors during the 
Civil War. # eir analysis highlights how the actions and 
persistence of African Americans forced both their service 
in Union forces and the end of the institution of slavery 
despite formidable politi cal and social obstacles.

Burkhardt, George S. Confederate Rage, Yankee Wrath: No 
Quarter in the Civil War. Carbondale: Southern Ill inois 
University Press, 2007"C ontemporary newspaper ac-
counts and soldiers' le! ers are used to explore the reac-
tions of white soldiers to the U.S. Colored Troops during 
the Civil War. Burkhardt's study examines the Confeder-
ate practice of executing the Union's African American 
soldiers rather than treating them as prisoners of war.
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Cornish, Dudley Taylor. • e  Sable Arm: Negro Troops in the 
Union Army, 1861±1865. New York: Longmans, Green, 
1956!A mong the earliest works to chronicle the ex-
periences of the Civil War's African American soldiers, 
this pioneering and detailed milit ary history is now con-
sidered a classic.

Forbes, Ella. A! ican American Women during the Civil War. 
New York: Garland, 1998! An examination of the expe-
riences and contributions of black women as nurses, spies, 
recruiters, laundresses, cooks, camp aides, educators, and 
combatants during the Civil War. 

Gla" h aar, Joseph T. Forged in Ba" le: • e Civil War All iance 
of Black Soldiers and White O#  cers. Baton Rouge: Loui-
siana State University, 1990!An  in-depth and well-
researched study of the relationships between white 
o#  cers and black soldiers that brings to the fore the en-
trenched racism and prejudice faced by black soldiers as 
well as their triumphs.
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New York: Ballentine, 1991!A n analysis of the experi-
ences of African Americans during the Civi l War based 
on and interwoven with relevant documents from the 
period.

Ramold, Steven J. Slaves, Sailors, Citi zens: A! ican Americans 
in the Union Navy. De Kalb: Northern Il linois University 
Press, 2002!A n engaging and well-documented analysis 
of the conditions and ba" l es faced by black Union sailors 
during the Civil War. Ramold's study suggests that black 
sailors faced far less discrimination than their counter-
parts in the army.

Risley, Ford. • e  Civil War: Primary Documents on Events ! om 
1860±1865. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2004!
$ i s book is a collection of newspaper articles published 
during the Civil War. $ e chapters ªLincoln Elected 
President,º ªBlack Soldiers,º and ªArming the Slavesº are 
particularly useful for illuminating the issues that sur-
rounded the question of arming African American men 
in the minds of several Americans at the time.

Sha( er, Donald R. A$ er the Glory: •  e Struggles of Black Civ-
il War Veterans. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 
2004!E xamines the lives of African American soldiers 
during and a) er the Civil War. Sha( er's study ill umi-
nates the di#  cult ies black veterans faced in a white su-
premacist society and their achievements as community 
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shared focus on their performance under & re. $ e essays 
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African American milit ary service.
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Reminiscences of My Life in Camp with the 33rd U.S. 
Colored Troops, Late 1st South Carolina Volunteers. New 
York: Markus Weiner, 1988 [1902]! An account of the 
war through the eyes of a formerly enslaved woman who 
served as an army nurse and camp aide.
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